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our sake if his output could have been trebled by the economy of his
new alphabet.
His statistics satisfied him if they satisfied no mathematician. He
argued as follows:
"In any fair and simple test between two experts copying the same
text for a minute in the present spelling and in the phonetic, the time
saved will come round about twenty per cent. Such a figure impresses
nobody, we might as well attempt to move the Himalayas with a spoon,
but the figure leaves out the time factor. We are used to read eper cent' as
'per cent per year'; but in the test 'per cent' is 'per cent per minute/ Now
there are five hundred and twenty-five thousand minutes in a year,
therefore, the twenty per cent per minute means a labour saving of
two months' working days prescribed every year. Multiply this figure
by the number of persons and the total is astronomical! The mere
suggestion of it is enough to sweep away the notion that we cannot
afford the change. I am the first to present this overwhelming
calculation."
All this was done to win a young Cambridge mathematician with us
at the time. G.B.S. waited for a response but there was no response.
"Is there a fallacy in my argument?" he asked humbly.
"There are surely more pressing issues at the moment than creating
anew alphabet?"
"Nonsense! To a person with a toothache, even if the world is
tottering, there is nothing more important than a visit to a dentist."
This reminded me of another famous person spending a whole week
of my stay with him proving that if poetry were written prose-wise,
there would be a terrific saving of paper, especially if all people took to
writing poetry, a consummation he had set his heart upon. The young
mathematician, taken aback at the fanaticism of sheer logic, fell back
upon the time-honoured time waster by suggesting the appointment of a
Royal Commission to investigate all the different ways of saving time.
G.B.S. took this suggestion to heart and himself thought of financing
such a committee of experts, and even to make arrangements for this
alphabet Commission to continue after his death.
"It will be of immense benefit to everybody, from the child having
to learn to read and to write to the oracle who has to advise thousands
of people."
The alphabet then gave way to the coupled vote. My wife let the